
Daniel Chapter Two
13 So the decree was issued to put the wise men to 
death, and men were sent to look for Daniel and his 
friends to put them to death.
14 When Arioch, the commander of the king’s guard, 
had gone out to put to death the wise men of 
Babylon, Daniel spoke to him with wisdom and tact. 
15 He asked the king’s officer, ‘Why did the king issue 
such a harsh decree?’ Arioch then explained the 
matter to Daniel. 16 At this, Daniel went in to the 
king and asked for time, so that he might interpret 
the dream for him.
17 Then Daniel returned to his house and explained 
the matter to his friends Hananiah, Mishael and 
Azariah. 18 He urged them to plead for mercy from 
the God of heaven concerning this mystery, so that he 
and his friends might not be executed with the rest of 
the wise men of Babylon. 19 During the night the 
mystery was revealed to Daniel in a vision. Then 
Daniel praised the God of heaven .......

24 Then Daniel went to Arioch, whom the king had 
appointed to execute the wise men of Babylon, and 
said to him, ‘Do not execute the wise men of Babylon. 
Take me to the king, and I will interpret his dream for 
him.’
25 Arioch took Daniel to the king at once and said, ‘I 
have found a man among the exiles from Judah who 
can tell the king what his dream means.’
26 The king asked Daniel (also called Belteshazzar), 
‘Are you able to tell me what I saw in my dream and 
interpret it?’
27 Daniel replied, ‘No wise man, enchanter, magician 
or diviner can explain to the king the mystery he has 
asked about, 28 but there is a God in heaven who 
reveals mysteries. He has shown King 
Nebuchadnezzar what will happen in days to come. 

Your dream and the visions that passed through your 
mind as you were lying in bed are these:
29 ‘As Your Majesty was lying there, your mind turned to 
things to come, and the revealer of mysteries showed you 
what is going to happen. 30 As for me, this mystery has 
been revealed to me, not because I have greater wisdom 
than anyone else alive, but so that Your Majesty may 
know the interpretation and that you may understand 
what went through your mind.
31 ‘Your Majesty looked, and there before you stood a 
large statue – an enormous, dazzling statue, awesome in 
appearance. 32 The head of the statue was made of pure 
gold, its chest and arms of silver, its belly and thighs of 
bronze, 33 its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and 
partly of baked clay. 34 While you were watching, a rock 
was cut out, but not by human hands. It struck the statue 
on its feet of iron and clay and smashed them. 35 Then 
the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver and the gold were 
all broken to pieces and became like chaff on a threshing-
floor in the summer. The wind swept them away without 
leaving a trace. But the rock that struck the statue 
became a huge mountain and filled the whole earth.
36 ‘This was the dream, and now we will interpret it to 
the king.........

46 Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell prostrate before Daniel 
and paid him honour and ordered that an offering and 
incense be presented to him. 47 The king said to Daniel, 
‘Surely your God is the God of gods and the Lord of kings 
and a revealer of mysteries, for you were able to reveal 
this mystery.’
48 Then the king placed Daniel in a high position and 
lavished many gifts on him. He made him ruler over the 
entire province of Babylon and placed him in charge of all 
its wise men. 
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Daniel Chapter Two TheMessage
13 The king lost his temper and ordered the whole company 
of Babylonian wise men killed. When the death warrant was 
issued, Daniel and his companions were included. They also 
were marked for execution.
14-15 When Arioch, chief of the royal guards, was making 
arrangements for the execution, Daniel wisely took him aside 
and quietly asked what was going on: “Why this all of a 
sudden?”
15-16 After Arioch filled in the background, Daniel went to 
the king and asked for a little time so that he could interpret 
the dream.
17-18 Daniel then went home and told his companions 
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah what was going on. He asked 
them to pray to the God of heaven for mercy in solving this 
mystery so that the four of them wouldn’t be killed along with 
the whole company of Babylonian wise men.
19 That night the answer to the mystery was given to Daniel 
in a vision. Daniel blessed the God of heaven........

24 So Daniel went back to Arioch, who had been put in 
charge of the execution. He said, “Call off the execution! Take 
me to the king and I’ll interpret his dream.”
25 Arioch didn’t lose a minute. He ran to the king, bringing 
Daniel with him, and said, “I’ve found a man from the exiles 
of Judah who can interpret the king’s dream!”
26 The king asked Daniel (renamed in Babylonian, 
Belteshazzar), “Are you sure you can do this—tell me the 
dream I had and interpret it for me?”
27-28 Daniel answered the king, “No mere human can solve 
the king’s mystery, I don’t care who it is—no wise man, 
enchanter, magician, diviner. But there is a God in heaven 
who solves mysteries, and he has solved this one. He is 
letting King Nebuchadnezzar in on what is going to happen in 
the days ahead. This is the dream you had when you were 
lying on your bed, the vision that filled your mind:

29-30 “While you were stretched out on your bed, O king, 
thoughts came to you regarding what is coming in the days 
ahead. The Revealer of Mysteries showed you what will 
happen. But the interpretation is given through me, not 
because I’m any smarter than anyone else in the country, 
but so that you will know what it means, so that you will 
understand what you dreamed.
31-36 “What you saw, O king, was a huge statue standing 
before you, striking in appearance. And terrifying. The head 
of the statue was pure gold, the chest and arms were silver, 
the belly and hips were bronze, the legs were iron, and the 
feet were an iron-ceramic mixture. While you were looking 
at this statue, a stone cut out of a mountain by an invisible 
hand hit the statue, smashing its iron-ceramic feet. Then 
the whole thing fell to pieces—iron, tile, bronze, silver, and 
gold, smashed to bits. It was like scraps of old newspapers 
in a vacant lot in a hot dry summer, blown every which way 
by the wind, scattered to oblivion. But the stone that hit the 
statue became a huge mountain, dominating the horizon. 
This was your dream.
36 “And now we’ll interpret it for the king.
.....46-47 When Daniel finished, King Nebuchadnezzar fell 
on his face in awe before Daniel. He ordered the offering of 
sacrifices and burning of incense in Daniel’s honour. He said 
to Daniel, “Your God is beyond question the God of all gods, 
the Master of all kings. And he solves all mysteries, I know, 
because you’ve solved this mystery.”
48-49 Then the king promoted Daniel to a high position in 
the kingdom, lavished him with gifts, and made him 
governor over the entire province of Babylon and the chief 
in charge of all the Babylonian wise men. 



Daniel Chapter Two

26 
He said, ‘If you listen carefully 

to the Lord your God and do what is right 
in his eyes, if you pay attention to his commands 

and keep all his decrees, I will not bring on you any of 
the diseases I brought on the Egyptians, for I am the 
Lord, who heals you.’ (Exodus 15)
24 Before they call I will answer;
    while they are still speaking I will hear. (Isaiah 65)
33 The Lord hears the needy
    and does not despise his captive 

people. (Psalm 69)
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What do you think made Daniel 
so confident that God would tell 
him what someone else had 
dreamed?

In what ways do you think God 
spoke to Daniel?

Has any one in the group heard 
God speak to them? How?

Knowing what God says to us...

Dreams
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What do we need to do to become listeners?

How does God speak today?

Do you think it is important or not to spend 
time listening to God?

What things help us to hear God - what 
things help us to understand the Bible?
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